
Reactive Murrini 
Pattern Bars

Materials:
- GM156 Murrini
- COE96 Glass (See Right)
- Suitable Glass Separator/ZYP
- Mosaic Nippers

Fusible glass gets its color via the addition of specific elements or 
compounds which react in known ways. You can use this reactivity to 
your advantage to create stunning glass pieces.

Suggested Glass:
- Sheet Glass:
    - Vanilla Cream
    - Alpine Blue
    - Turquoise Green
- Other:
    - Red Reactive Clear Stringers

Prepare the mold thoroughly with suitable glass separator. We recommend spray-
on ZYP. Make sure the base and side walls of each cavity are completely covered 
and allow the separator ample time to dry. If using a spray-on separator, wear a 
mask during application.

Cut 6” long strips with widths ranging from 1/4” to 1/2” from the Vanilla Cream, 
Alpine Blue, and Turquoise Green sheet glass (Image 1). Since Vanilla Cream will 
react with any colors containing copper, there is a variety of other colors that 
would also be suitable for this project. For a list of other copper-containing colors, 
click here for Oceanside Glass’ Reactivity Guides. Red Reactive Stringers can also 
be used in this project for an extra bit of reactive pop.

Once the strips are cut, place them into the cavities of the mold, taking care not to 
remove any separator as you do. Lay them at various angles in each cavity to create 
interesting patterns (Image 2). Add the Red Reactive Clear Stringers in locations 
where they will contact the Alpine Blue or Turquoise Green (Image 3).

Fill each cavity with a different arrangement of strips and stringers until each cavity 
is full (which is about 45 grams of glass each) (Image 4). If the cavities are too full 
the resulting bars will be difficult to cut.

Transfer the filled mold to a level shelf in the kiln and fire using the suggested 
schedule in Table 1 or your own preferred Full Fuse.

Making and Cutting Murrini Pattern Bars:
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Table 1: Full Fuse*
Seg. Rate Temp (°F) Hold

1 275 1215 45

2 50 1250 30

3 350 1470 20

4 9999 950** 90

5 100 750 05

*Before firing, it’s important 
to know your kiln to see 
if you need to adjust our 

suggested schedules. For 
tips on how to do that, 

please click here to see our
Important Firing Notes!

**If using COE90, adjust this to 900°F
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Copper is one of these reactive elements, and usually found in blue or green glass. 
COE96 Vanilla Cream reacts where it contacts copper-bearing colors like Alpine Blue 
and Turquoise Green. This reactivity can be used along with the GM156 Murrini mold to 
create fascinating patterns for use in a myriad of projects (see Page 3 for more).
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https://www.creativeparadiseglass.com/product-p/gm156.htm
https://oceansidecompatible.com/pages/get-reactive
https://www.creativeparadiseglass.com/v/vspfiles/tutorialsfornewweb/Firing%20Notes.pdf
https://www.creativeparadiseglass.com/v/vspfiles/tutorialsfornewweb/Firing%20Notes.pdf


Once the bars have fused and cooled, use a Mosaic Nipper 
to nip off 1/4” thick sections. Each section should reveal a 
slightly different pattern when nipped (Images 5 & 6).

It can be helpful to place the bar down on a flat surface, 
place the Mosaic Nipper at the base of the rod, and nip 
from the bottom (Image 7). This can help keep the pieces 
even and prevent them from flying too far when cut.

Once the pieces are cut, have fun arranging them to 
create interesting patterns! Examples 1 & 2 feature a strip 
of pieces placed end-to-end in an alternating pattern as 
shown in Image 8.

Image 5Image 5

Image 6Image 6

Image 7Image 7

Image 8Image 8

Making the Dish:

To create the dish in Example 2, make sure 
to treat the molds thoroughly with separator 
before starting and to wear a mask if using 
spray-on separator. Once the separator is dry, 
place a 6” square of Kiln Shelf Paper into the bottom of the GM123 Dam Mold, 
then place a 6” square of Clear with the corners nipped off on top of it (Image 9).

Cut eight 5-3/16” x 3/4” strips of Black and four 4-1/2” x 1-1/16” strips of Alpine 
Blue. Place the Black strips on top of the Clear in the mold as shown in Diagram 1 
on Page 4. Place the second layer of Black strips over the first layer so the top layer 
covers the joints between the strips on the first layer (Image 10). Place stacked 
Alpine Blue pieces in the mold as shown in Diagram 1 on Page 4 and Image 11.

Place the nipped murrini pieces into the gap between the Alpine Blue sections, 
directly on top of the Clear, in whatever pattern you prefer (Image 12). You may 
need to nip some of the pieces to fit them in the given area.

Transfer the mold to a level shelf in the kiln and fire using the suggested schedule 
in Table 1 on Page 1 or your own preferred Full Fuse.

Once the glass has cooled, transfer it to the primed GM02 Slump on a level shelf 
in the kiln and fire using the suggested schedule in Table 2 or your own preferred 
Slump schedule.

Materials:
- GM123 Small Square Dam
- GM02 Square Slump (7”)
- COE96 Glass (See Right)
- Suitable Glass Separator/ZYP
- Glass Cutting Tools
- Kiln Shelf Paper

Sheet Glass:
    - Clear
    - Alpine Blue
    - Black

Table 2: Slump*
Seg. Rate Temp (°F) Hold

1 275 1215 45

2 50 1250 10

3 9999 950** 90

4 100 750 05

*Before firing, it’s important 
to know your kiln to see 
if you need to adjust our 

suggested schedules. For 
tips on how to do that, 

please click here to see our
Important Firing Notes!

**If using COE90, adjust this to 900°F

Page 2Page 2

Image 9Image 9

Image 10Image 10

Image 11Image 11

Image 12Image 12

Example 2Example 2

https://www.creativeparadiseglass.com/product-p/gm123.htm
https://www.creativeparadiseglass.com/product-p/gm02.htm
https://www.creativeparadiseglass.com/v/vspfiles/tutorialsfornewweb/Firing%20Notes.pdf
https://www.creativeparadiseglass.com/v/vspfiles/tutorialsfornewweb/Firing%20Notes.pdf


Additional Project Ideas:

Example 3Example 3

Example 4Example 4
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The same processes described in this tutorial can be used with a variety 
of other glass and similar molds to create a kaleidoscope of pattern bar 
projects.

Example 3 used non-reactive glass with non-reactive murrini pieces placed 
in a random busy pattern in the center. This example was fused in the 
GM180 Patty Gray XS Square Dam.

Example 4 used reactive glass with reactive murrini pieces arranged in a 
random pattern. This example was also fused in the GM180 XS Square Dam.

Though Examples 3 & 4 aren’t slumped, a mold like the GM01 Square Slump 
could be used to shape them into 
dishes. Remember a larger slump 
can always be used with a smaller 
project.

Example 5 used reactive glass and 
reactive murrini pieces arranged 
in a repeating pattern. This larger 
example, just like the tutorial piece 
(Examples 1 & 2), was fused in the 
GM123 Dam, but used a Vanilla 
Cream border instead of Black.

Individual murrini pieces (Images 14 & 15), when 
taken to a Full Fuse like in Table 1 on Page 1, 
soften into small murrini cabochons (Images 

16 & 17). These can be used in all sorts of other 
projects or even alone as earrings or other 

jewelry (Example 6).
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Example 6Example 6

Murrini Cabochons:

www.creativeparadiseglass.com
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When firing the murrini pieces, make sure to do so either 
on a sheet of Kiln Shelf Paper or a treated mold. To affix 
hardware for jewelry, attach to the finished glass piece 

with adhesive or epoxy.

https://www.creativeparadiseglass.com/product-p/gm180.htm
https://www.creativeparadiseglass.com/product-p/gm01.htm
https://www.creativeparadiseglass.com/


Placement Diagram:
(Diagram 1)

PLACEMENT NOTE: At each arrow, align 
the extra strip of Black with the outer 

corner of the layer below so it covers the 
seam underneath.
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For more information, tutorials, and molds, visit our website:
www.creativeparadiseglass.com
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https://www.creativeparadiseglass.com/

